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about one Australian in every seven was a trade unionist in*
contrast with one Canadian in every twenty-eight. By 1940
the membership of unions in Australia had reached 955,000
in contrast with 365,000 in Canada, although in the subse-
quent years the Canadian growth greatly narrowed the gap.
Today in the Commonwealth some 48 per cent of the male
and 33 per cent of the female wage-earners over twenty years
of age are trade unionists, and even these percentages have
been exceeded in earlier years.9 Unionism has come to
embrace musicians, journalists, civil servants, and teachers,
while women are freely enrolled in the ordinary unions, and
predominate in the clothing and textile units. Out of this
comprehensive working-class movement with twin support
in town and country there issued, not merely collective
bargaining in industry,,but political action, leading ultimately
to Labour Governments in the Commonwealth and all the
states and to extensive social controls. Throughout its
history Australian labour, steadily reinforced by artisans
from the homeland, has been inspired mainly by the sober
and realistic philosophies of British labour. As early as the
fifties, organizations in the building industries of Melbourne
and Sydney, led by former British Chartists or by those under
Chartist influence, struggled successfully for such objectives
as the eight hour day.10 Yet, while consistently receptive to
the current ideas from Great Britain, Australian labour has
long been fired by a sturdy spirit of political and economic
nationalism.

Democracy was also significantly shaped by the alluvial
gold discoveries of the fifties in Victoria and New South
Wales, which quickened the stream of immigrants, diversified
the economy, and undermined the exclusive political domi-
nance of pastoralisin and the pastoralists. Mining and sub-
sidiary industries stimulated by it now came into prominence.
9See annual statistics in Labour Report, published by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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